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It appears we are almost into 
boating season as the weather has 
been fantastic! Min and I were at the 
docks this past weekend and saw 
several boats running up and down the 
Occoquan River! We talked about de-
winterizing but I know as soon as I do 
we will get one more cold snap and it 
will be my fault!  So we just a 
beverage in the aft cockpit and 
enjoyed the weather. Now is the time 
to be thinking about what you will 
need for your Spring Commissioning 
though. What did you put off from last 
year? What cleaners, polishes, waxes, 
etc do you need? Restocking the boat 
with supplies. Don’t assume your flares are still 
good always check them every Spring and 
replace as necessary.  

Thanks to Bud Bishop and Brian Fields 
we now have several members of OYC that will 
be getting their Captains License. This also 
means we have several new candidates for the 
written test at the Float In this year!   

Thanks to Rear Commodore Wayne 
Beal for a great Happy Hour at Madigans on 3 
February and we look forward to the Electric 
Palm on 3 March!  

This month we have several events as 
we get ready for boating season and with the 

events that Vice Commodore Jerry 
Tarasek and Rear Commodore Wayne 
Beal have lined up it promises to be a 
great year! This month we have the 
aforementioned Happy Hour followed 
by our Plan Fest and General 
Membership meeting on 11 March at 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club and St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration at Madigan’s 
on March 17th. Get out those pictures 
and bring them to the meeting on 
March 11th. Rear Commodore Wayne 

Beal will be providing you with the 
details! The overall schedule for the 
year is attached at the end and you will 
see we have a lot of events planned 

this year. 
As a reminder, if you have not paid your dues 
for 2017 now is the time to do it. While they are 
due on January 1st, we know that paying 
another bill right after Christmas and the 
holiday season is not on the top of everyone’s 
list. So, if you have not paid, please bring your 
check to the Happy Hour or the Plan Fest or 
simply mail it in! 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to contact me 
at: commodore@occoquanyachtclub.org  

Cheers and hope to see you at our next 
OYC Happy Hour function! Be safe. 

From the 
Commodore 

commodore@occoquanyachtclub.org 

Commodore 
Bob Hill 
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This year we are combining 
our PlanFest with our General 
Membership meeting and photo 
contest which will be held on March 
11th, starting at 3pm at the Mount 
Vernon Yacht Club (MVYC).  The 
MVYC club house overlooks the 
Potomac River and is a beautiful 
venue to host our first major 
meeting and land event of the year.  
As part of the PlanFest, we will 
review the overall 2017 OYC Event 
Schedule, which is also attached in 
this month’s Daymarker edition for 
your convenience.  Cruise 
coordinators will review the major cruises 
planned for 2017 and discuss how to plan 
and sign up for these cruises.  OYC plans to 
cruise up river, down river and at least four 
times to the Chesapeake Bay this season, 
weather permitting of course.  If you recall, 
the weather did not always cooperate 
during the 2016 boating season, 
consequently we made some minor 
adjustments to the schedule based on 
lessons learned, optimizing for weather, 
membership input and responses from the 
SurveyMonkey.   

If you’re chomping at the bit, and 
just can’t wait to get back out on the water, 
OYC will be hosting a Cherry Blossom early 
bird cruise, the weekend of April 7-9, at The 
Yards Marina.  Our Rear Commodore 
Wayne Beal, negotiated a 10% discount 
with Patrick Boyle, The Yards Dockmaster, 
for 2017 OYC events.   The Yards Marina has 
brand new floating concrete docks, and is 
located in a thriving gentrified section of DC 
between the stadium at Nationals Park and 
the Washington Navy Yard.  What a great 
way to open the boating season, albeit an 
early bird opening, as the official opening to 

the OYC yachting season is kicked 
off at our Flag Raising Ceremony 
the first Saturday in May at 
Occoquan Harbour Marina.   We 
hope to see you on March 11th and 
or at our next first Friday of the 
month happy hour event.   

Cheers! 

From the 
Vice Commodore 

vicecommodore@occoquanyachtclub.org 

Vice 
Commodore 
Jerry Tarasek 

4



 
What's more fun than a drink 

at a local place with friends you have 
something in common with?  Well... 
the second drink of course!  This 
months happy hour will be at the 
Electric Palm.  Cody is now running 
the place and has remodeled the 
kitchen and the ordering system.  All 
this has been done to help provide 
better and faster service for his 
customers, AKA you!  Garnetta and I 
went there last Friday to check it out 
and it was so warm we were in shorts 
and sitting outside enjoying the view in 
February!! The food and service was 
great and I checked to make sure Cody 
had a couple of Cabernets available on 
the menu.  Happy hour will be on Friday 
March 3rd starting around 5.  The address is: 
12745 Sea Ray Ln, Woodbridge, VA 
22192.  The web site 
is: http://www.theelectricpalm.net.  
 
            So we're sitting out side at the Electric 
Palm overlooking the water and all the boats 
and I'm wishing I had not winterized this year... I 
kept telling myself, no, it was the right thing to 
do... who know were were not going to have 
prolonged freezing weather?  Who know that we 
would have warm weather in February? Who 
knew I would be saying I want to go out and it's 
actually warm enough in February!! No, I'm sure 
we all made the right choice, without a doubt.... 
common man, look at this great weather though! 
I'm so torn... no, really - lol.  
 
            I want to thank Bud and Brian for setting 
up the Captains class.  Everyone that studied for 
the test is certainly smarter and can help us all 
be better and safer boaters.  Thank you guys!  
 
            You are all cordially invited to attend our 
next OYC General Membership Meeting / 
Photo Contest / Planfest to be held on 
Sunday, March 11th starting at 3pm, located at 
the Mount Vernon Yacht Club, 4817 Tarpon 
Ln, Alexandria, VA 22309.  We would like to 
extend a very special thanks to Dan O’Keefe 
and all the members of the MVYC for allowing 
us to hold our OYC membership meeting in their 
beautiful clubhouse.  
 
            The General Membership Meeting will be 
potluck and BYOB, so please plan to bring a 

dish to share and your favorite adult 
beverage.  
 
            The Annual Photo Contest also 
takes place at this meeting. Award 
certificates and small gifts for your 
favorite 2016 boating photos go to the 
first, second, and third place winners in 
the following five categories:  

 
1) Just Boats - This category gives you 
a chance to show off that great boat of 
yours or the one that strikes your fancy 
and general boating pictures.  

 
2) People - on boats, docks, in the water, 
on OYC cruises, outings, land events, etc.  

 
3) Pets - dogs, cats, animals of any variety, your 
pet on a boat, marina, in the water.  

 
4) Places – Landscapes, wildlife, waterscapes, 
sunrises, sunsets, towns visited on OYC cruises.  

 
5) Phantasy – photo-shopped art, digitally 
enhanced, modified, created, or unusual, 
remember to keep in mind the boating theme.    
 
            Photos should be no larger than 5”x7” 
and you may enter one photo in each category. 
All photos should have a boating theme. Please 
put your name, category and other pertinent info 
on the back. All members in attendance will 
review and vote for their favorite first, second 
and third place photos in each of the five 
categories. So find, print, and/or photoshop, 
your favorite boating pictures from 2016 and 
bring them to the general membership meeting 
to compete for the prestigious bragging rights of 
best photo in your category.  
 
             If you’re available to help out, please let 
me know with a reply, but please do not reply to 
all.  The OYC Board and membership all look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
 
 

From the 
Rear Commodore 

rearcommodore@occoquanyachtclub.org 

Rear 
Commodore 
Wayne Beal 
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Potomac River Yacht 
Clubs Association Change 

of Watch 
By Pat Schondel, Immediate Past 

Commodore

Hopefully everyone is enjoying the mild 
winter we are experiencing this year.  With 
so many warm days in the 70's and one or 
two in the 80's me and Vanessa are really 
excited about the upcoming cruising 
season.  I thought I would share with all of 
you the fun time had by many of our OYC 
members at the Annual Potomac River 
Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA) Change of 
Watch in January.   The PRYCA is an 
association of approximately 24 yacht clubs 
up and down the river that has been in 
existence over 45 years after having its first 
meeting in 1971.  Well, the website says 21 
clubs, but two new member clubs were 
added last year and another is being 
considered this year - so it is at least 23 and 
likely to become 24 this year.  We'll 
recommend that their web page be 
updated.  Anyway, OYC is a member club of 
PRYCA which has many of the same goals 
and objectives we do.  PRYCA's purpose as 
stated on their website is to: 

• Encourage yachting and boating
safety

• Encourage the advancement of
yachting clubs in the Potomac River
Basin

• Represent member clubs
• Promote social interactions among

members clubs and their individual
members.

This year's Change of Watch for the 
PRYCA was held at the Crowne Plaza Old 
Town Alexandria on the weekend of 
January 27th.  It was a huge opportunity for 
OYC and many of our members to be 
present, participate with other clubs on the 
Potomac river, and co-host a hospitality 
suite for the event.  It turns out OYC is 

highly represented on the Bridge of PRYCA 
and we had further representation at the 
Change of Watch with much volunteering 
from participating OYC 
attendees.  Inductees into the new PRYCA 
Bridge from OYC included: 

Commodore - Pat Croft 
Vice Commodore - Don Bennett 
Rear Commodore - Michelle Johnson 
Treasurer - Steve Preda 
Member at Large - Pat Schondel (yours 
truly...) 

In addition we had the honor of Joe 
Livingston being the Master of Ceremony 
for the event.  Mandy Johnson, our Flag 
Raising singer, performed an amazing 
rendition of the Star Spangled Banner!  We 
were very proud to see Steve Preda receive 
the award of PRYCA Honorary Captain of 
the Potomac for 2016.  Our very own 
photographer and Historian extraordinaire 
Les Bergmann was photographer for the 
event and was recognized for his 
Meritorious Service Award last year for 
support to the PRYCA.  Harry Croft was also 
recognized for a PRYCA Meritorious Service 
Award. Thanks to all who attended for OYC 
and helped out with the Hospitality Suite 
including the Willet's, Schondel's, Preda's, 
both sets of Johnson's, Croft's, and 
Bennett's.  On that note a shout out is 
deserved by the Fairfax Yacht Club 
members who joined us to co-host the 
Hospitality Suite for Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning. 

I encourage all of our members to 
consider attending next year.  The Change 
of Watch is one of 4 events PRYCA supports 
throughout the boating season and one of 
the two they fund and host directly.  The 
other event PRYCA hosts and runs is the 
summer float-in held annually in July - look 
for the dates in the OYC cruise plan - which 
we hope you all can attend.  You should 
receive a copy of the cruise plan from Vice 
Commodore Jerry Tarasek in email if you 
haven't already, and sign up for cruises will 
be at the upcoming membership meeting in 
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March.  The other 2 events PRYCA supports 
annually is the Cobb Island Summer Kickoff 
in June and Dog Days of Summer at Aquia 
Harbor in August. 

We look forward to seeing you all on 
the water! 

Clean 
That 

Bottom 
By Ray Maestas, The Daymarker Editor 

Ever see a picture of an Iceberg? 
Looks beautiful on top right? Well, some 
may think so, but there is a lot going on just 
below the waterline.  

Slime, algae, barnacles and Zebra 
mussels are only some of the things that 
can attach to your boat bottom. Collectively 
this is referred to as Fouling. Besides being 
unsightly, fouling growth can increase the 
roughness of the hull, decreasing the 
vessel’s performance and maneuverability, 
increasing drag, reducing speed and 
increasing fuel consumption. If left 
unattended, fouling leads to corrosion of 
the hull and to the vessel’s deterioration. In 
high growth areas, it is common to hire 
divers to scrub the bottom of your boat 
every few weeks, even though you may 
have antifouling paint on the bottom. 

Fouling begins with the attachment 
of bacteria. It attaches to almost everything 
and when conditions are right proceeds to 
grow and multiply. It can appear as a slimy 
surface or can grow in a polymeric fashion 
to mimic hair or grass. It can be many 
different colors from blue green to brown 
or red.  

Once this slimy biofilm of bacteria 
attaches to the hull, more advanced life 
forms begin to attach, such as algae, 
protozoan, sea weeds, barnacles, mussels, 
sea squirts, tube worms and more. Each 
higher life form feeds on the more primitive 
and is attracted by the “Food” on you boats 
bottom. One of the reasons for not putting 
conventional carnauba based waxes on 

your bottom is that bacteria and algae feed 
on, and are attracted to it.  

You have a couple of ways to clean 
the fouling from your boat. One, you will 
first have to haul it and move it on land, 
away from the water’s edge. Short hauls 
could cost you $8 a foot plus $220.  You will 
then need a pressure washer, wash as much 
of the growth off, as you can, while the 
fouling is still wet. This Pressure wash could 
cost you anywhere from $150-$175. Now if 
you need anti-fouling paint, marina’s will 
charge anywhere between $1800 and 
$2200.  

If you have recently (within the last 
year) had your bottom painted you may 
only need a good scrubbing. If you are like 
me, and have not removed your boat from 
the water in the past 2 years, you may need 
to do a short haul and get it pressured 
washed.  

If you only need a scrubbing (hull, 
drive shafts, props, rudders, etc), I am a 
certified diver and am available most 
weekends (starting in April) for a fee is 
$3.00 per foot, saving you tons on a short 
haul. Just give me a call at 202-525-9985 to 
set up a date.  

Have a safe and enjoyable boating 
season coming up.  

Fototime Picture Link
By Les Bergmann, Historian 

For those of you that may have missed it, 
we have a new website where we can see 
pictures of OYC events. You can follow this 
link http://www.fototime.com/inv/97261FD
666E7239 to access it.  Remember to bring 
your photos to the general membership 
meeting for the photo contest.  We still 
have 2016 directories available so if you 
have not received yours yet, please see me 
at the membership meeting.  
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Membership News 
By Mark Lawton, OYC Membership 

Nothing new to report for this month. See 
the last few pages of this newsletter to see 
our new membership form. If your dues are 
do, please do what you have to and send in 
that check   

You also don’t have to have a boat 
to be a members, we also have an Associate 
Membership for all your friends and 
neighbors for a minimal annual fee of just 
$30.  

It’s about that time 
By Ilana Cumby, Quartermaster 

I will have all the OYC gear for sale 
at the Plan Fest. Cash, credit or potentially 
good looks can get you into a new fleece, 
hoodie or polo (probably not the good 
looks, but you all will look awesome with 
starting the season off in some new gear!) 

Looking for Flag Poles 
and Mounts??? 

By Joe Livingston of the Gail Lynn II 

Still have the Swiveler Flag Pole set 
which is designed to fly the club's 12" 
burgee. Many of our members consider this 
flag pole the best on the market; and the 
solid machined 316 stainless steel pole, 
with rotating clips and machined iodized 
aluminum mount, securely holds and 
protects the flag. Review 
at www.originalswiveler.com. 

Each set costs $65, and the mount is 
milled to a specific diameter. To order, send 
me an email indicating how many sets you 
wish to purchase, give the exact diameter of 
you rail (measure please...do not guess). I 
find it easiest to use an adjustable wrench 
slid over the rail and then measure that 
opening in inches. Many rails are 1", 1-1/8", 
or 1-1/4" in diameter. Sets are currently 
available. 

The $65 will be payable by check or 
cash to Joe Livingston. Please contact me at 
joseph.livingston@verizon.net or at 703-
505-8313. 

"Please note...Cost of Flag Poles have 
increased by 15% as of 1 January 2017” 

OYC Website 
By PC Don Bennett, Webmaster 

For any new members or in case you 
need a refresher... Please log onto 
www.occoquanyachtclub.org and enter 
your username and password in the lower 
left. Please contact me if you don’t have 
one or if you’ve forgotten it. Once logged in, 
the Members Only section will appear at the 
bottom of the left column and you will see 
the Your Profile and Cruise Sign-Up options. 
Use the Profile option to just update all of 
your personal and boat information. Don’t 
forget to select Submit at the bottom of the 
page. 

Treasures Report 
By John DeDitius, OYC Treasurer 

Attached is a break down for all to 
see. This is the monthly treasurers report 
that will be post from here on out.  

Balance 1/31/2017: $8,991.62 
Dues received:  $   375.00 
Expenditures:       $   250.00 
Balance 2/28/2017: $9,116.62 

A little more of the breakdown of the 
above stats are expenditures for February 
include $125.00 for CBYCA Dues; $60.00 
for PRYCA Dues and $65.00 for OYC’s 
share/portion of the PRYCA Change of 
Watch. 
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Occoquan Yacht Club, 

In case you hadn't heard, there is a 
new marina in the area.  The Yards 
Marina (click here to visit our website) is a 
state of the art, floating dock marina 
located on the Anacostia River between the 
Navy Yard and Nationals' Park. As part of a 
new neighborhood, The Yards, we provide 
instant access to a number of great 
restaurants and entertainment options, as 
well as connecting you to all that 
Washington, DC has to offer.  

We would greatly appreciate the 
opportunity to make your membership 
aware of this boating destination, either by 
having our information included in your 
newsletter, speaking at one of your 
meetings, or providing you with a tour of 
the facility.  

We'll be following up with you in a 
week or so, but in the meantime feel free to 
reach out to either of us directly with any 
questions or to arrange a meeting. 

Regards, 

The Yards Marina Team 
office@yardsmarina.com 
Patrick Boyle  
Marina Manager 
Living Classrooms Foundation 
202.484.0309 
pboyle@livingclassroomsdc.org 

Eric Bradley 
Director of Marina Operations 
Oasis Marinas 
443.994.9529 
ebradley@oasismarinas.com 
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1st Steve Preda 
1st Janice Morgan 
8th Ralph Moore 
15th Allen Jorsey 
16th Sherry Mannino 
18th Katherine Cook 
20th Theodore Zsirai 
21st Nicole Gore 
22nd Bruno Millonig 
23rd George Baird 
28th Susan Millonig 
30th Lynanne Jorsey 
30th Suzy Cornicelli 
31st Susan Tarasek 

23rd Mike & Karen Crouch 
24th Jim & Judy Dooley 
24th David & Michelle Johnson 
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Winner of the February Contest for the YETI Cup was

John Cornicelli!  
CONGRADULATIONS !!! 

And thank you all who participated in the challenge 

Now it’s time to see who will be our next BIG WINNER! 
Are you a fan of SODUKU? Solve this game and you 

could be the winner of this new prize:

*** For Tips and Instructions on how to play the game see this helpful 
website: http://www.wikihow.com/Solve-a-Sudoku. Good Luck 

RULES: Be the first to decipher the SODUKU puzzle and send the answer to the Daymarker 
editor via email (editor@occoquanyachtclub.org). The winner will be announced and posted in 
next month’s Daymarker. NOTE: OYC board members are not allowed to participate GOOD 
LUCK!  
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• Club Registration •
www.OccoquanYachtClub.org

Occoquan Yacht Club 2017
New/Renewal Family Membership (Annual fee: $75.00) 
Includes Burgee. 

New/Renewal Individual Membership (Annual fee: $55.00) 
Includes Burgee. 

New/Renewal Associate Membership (Annual fee: $30.00) 
Add an additional $25 for Burgee. 

Members can purchase additional burgees -- add $25 to the above prices per additional burgee.  

Fees paid after 1 October will cover both current and following year. 

Membership level

Family membership (Annual fee: $75.00)
Individual membership (Annual fee: $55.00)
Associate membership (Annual fee: $30.00)
Additional Burgees (Each: $25.00)

Please make checks payable to Occoquan Yacht Club. Mail your check and this form to:  
Occoquan Yacht Club 

P.O. Box 469 
Occoquan, VA 22125 

Please allow 2 weeks for processing application and return of membership packet. 
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Individual member contact information Date

Captain Name Captain Mobile

First Mate Name First Mate Mobile

Street address Street address line 2

City State Zip code

Captain Email Address

First Mate Email Address

Captain Birthday (MM/DD) First Mate Birthday Wedding Anniv. 

Boat Information

Name of Boat Builder

Length/Beam/Draft/Height
Power Required (ie, 1-30amp, 2-30/150amp, 
1-50 amp)

Fuel Type (ie, Gas, Diesel) Where Berthed (ie, OHM, FFX, etc)

Slip Number
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I am interested in the following volunteer opportunities (check all that apply)

Yes No Maybe

Contribute articles to the OYC newsletter, 
The Daymarker

Contribute pictures from club events for The 
Daymarker

Contribute pictures and short articles to the 
OYC Website and The Daymarker

Assist with Website programming

Assist event coordinators

Serve as a PRYCA or CBYCA delegate

Serve as a fleet captain

Serve as a safety officer or board officer

Coordinate an event

  
Occoquan Yacht Club Officers for 2017 

 

Commodore Bob Hill 
703-402-1796 
Vice Commodore: Jerry Tarasek 
703-244-8329 
Rear Commodore Wayne Beal 
703-400-7733 
Secretary Jeff Hughey 
703-599-2569 
Treasurer Johnny DeDitius 
757-270-0762 
Immediate Past Commodore 
Pat Schondel 703-477-1594

Membership Mark Lawton 
703-576-7693 
Quartermaster Ilana Cumby 
703-201-1443 
Historian Les Bergmann 
571-334-2522 
PRYCA & CBYCA Delegate 
Bruno Millonig 703-371-0997 
Daymarker Editor 
Ray Maestas 202-525-9985 
Webmaster Don Bennett 
540-220-1709

OYC is a member club of 
the Chesapeake Bay Yacht 
Clubs Association and the 
Potomac River Yacht Clubs 
Association. We maintain a 
membership accord, #GA 
80979Y, with the Boat 
Owners Association of the 
United States (BoatUS), 
entitling our members to 
BoatUS membership at half 
price. OYC supports the 
Occoquan River Maritime 
Association (ORMA).
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