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FARE THEE WELL

It’s December, most of
your boats have been
winterized, and another
season of boating has come
to a close.  Your new
Commodore will be taking
office in another week and I
will be relegated to the
ranks of the general
membership.  I, of course, will continue to
help out by fulfilling the duties accorded the
Immediate Past Commodore, but those
responsibilities pale in comparison to the
past offices I have held.

For those of you
that are newer members
I’d like to quickly cover
my life in OYC.  Steve
and I joined the
Occoquan Yacht Club
as new boaters, having
just purchased a 28’
Bayliner, in May of 2001. 
Later on that same year
I volunteered to serve as
your Quartermaster, a
position I held for two
years.  For some
strange and still
inexplicable reason I
volunteered again in
2003 to run for the
position of Vice
Commodore (and for

even more inexplicable reasons was
elected).  Following the usual flow of
promotion I was then elected to be your
Commodore.  In these positions I hope I
have served you well.

But volunteering is not the only way to
be active in this club of ours.  I, along with
my Captain, have traveled near and far
attending both club sponsored and non-
club sponsored events.  Since becoming a
member I have attended about 91 of the
121 scheduled club events (around 75%)
and about 21 of the 45 scheduled non-club
events (around 50%), those mostly relating
to PRYCA and ORMA functions.

      (Continued on Page 4)

Season's Greetings to all from the Board
of the

Occoquan Yacht Club
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Rear Commodore

Allen Jorsey
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 Joe Livingston

HELLO ALL MEMBERS

Your fellow Club members had a great
afternoon on the 28th of October as we teamed up with
the Staff of Hoffmaster's Marina for a Crab Feast –
Customer Appreciation Day.  The weather turned to
fantastic about noon and spirits were high.  The crabs
came from Tim's Rivershore and all of the kids (and
some adults) bounced their way through the afternoon
in the air bounce rooms and dressed up with the face
painting.  The Club never has a lack of good food ... 
Kenny Harris did it again with his crab Soup ... and this
day was no exception with all you could eat crabs and
potluck entrees.  We are also developing quite a knack
for superior deserts.  Our own Ted Eisenman
contributed the background music that kept the feet a
tappin.  A good time was had by all who attended!!

My time to serve as the Club's Vice Commodore is
coming to a end ... marked by the planning for the 2006
Change of Watch and Holiday Party coming up on
Saturday, the 9th of December at the Fort Belvoir
Officer's Club.  Reservations are being made and
another successful event is in the making; come and
join the fun and share the stories of this past boating
season even if you have not participated to the extent
you had planned in the Spring.  We will have drawings
for prizes, recognition for service, as well as, music and
dancing to the tunes of DJ Peggy Castle.  All this after
thanking the 2006 Board and Staff for a superior year
and meeting your 2007 Board and Staff.

Upcoming Events:

– December 2 & 3 – Alexandria and Georgetown
Parade of Lights/Al Jorsey @ 703-850-2888 or Lorraine
Lloyd @ llloyd@funside.com.
– December 9 (Sat) – OYC COW-Holiday Party at Fort
Belvoir/Joe Livingston @ 540-373-9203.
– January 20, 2007 – PRYCA Change of Watch-Dinner
Party/Sue Thompson @ 703-440-8114.

Cheers, Joe

ENGINE ROOM EXTINGUISHING

SYSTEMS

Many of us have carbon dioxide engine room
extinguishing systems which we inspect; recharge and
hope will work if we ever need it as we can’t test it.

Carbon dioxide is colorless except when it
is discharged it looks like steam.  It tastes like
drinking soda water.  Unlike air, it contains no
oxygen.

What prompted me to write about this
great system is that when it works, it does a
great job.  If you get caught below decks when
it goes off, get out quick.  While working in the
engine room a friend of a friend by accident
fired off the system.  The carbon dioxide
overcame him and only by chance was saved

by another boater who came to visit.  If you are going to
work on the system have someone else cover for you
as carbon dioxide displaces all the oxygen in the space.

The overcome person must be removed
immediately from the space containing the gas.
Revive with plenty of fresh air and apply artificial
respiration without any use of carbon dioxide as a
stimulant.

Plane to Sea back to plane

The Datemarkers

Birthdays
Bill Dalgetty, 12/3 Dave DeHanas, 12/8
Larry Freedman, 12/9 Scott Casteel, 12/16
Frank Machi, 12/20 Harry Croft, 12/21
Debbie Kent, 12/22 Sue Thompson, 12/26

Don Miller, 12/27

Anniversaries
Jean and Gordon Goodnough, 12/1

Arleen and Ned Rhodes, 12/21
Laurie and Michael Angst, 12/23
Ruth and Ted Eisenman, 12/27

Welcome New Members
No new members were reported for the month of

November.
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It Was Easy Being Hardy
by Ned W . Rhodes

The 2006 Hardy Souls Cruise is now history but it
goes down as one of the warmest we have had.  Many
boats left at the crack of noon on Friday for a beautiful,
sunny and warm cruise up the Potomac to Alexandria. 

Finding the correct channel through the new bridge,
around the deadheads and barges proved interesting. 
After docking, a practice party broke out in anticipation

of the scheduled
cocktail party, which
took place at the end
of the A/B dock.  A
warm evening, hot
snacks and multiple
visitors via land yacht
made for a pleasant
evening.  Dinner was
on your own and
people went all over
in groups to sample
the various
restaurants.

By my count the
following families
made the trip:
Rhodes, Freedman,

Sorrenti, Thompson, Schall, Mattke, Cheatham,
Dooley, and Bozoky.  We had one or two boats drop
out due to various mechanical issues.

For the
Saturday
morning dog
walk we hiked,
via detours, to
Jones Point to
once again
verify that the
first DC
boundary stone
was still there in
its hidey hole
along the shore
and under the
lighthouse. 
Abby, Corky, and Nick made the trek along with their

respective owners, as well as Mark Schall (without a
leash).

While the dog walkers were out, Arleen was busy
preparing a breakfast feast that included an egg
casserole, bloody marys, and mimosas.  Other
participants added bacon, fruit, oatmeal (for Walt),
breads and sausage.  It was a great meal and all
enjoyed the warm weather.

Shopping was the order of the day and everyone
was instructed to save their receipts for the evening

cocktail party when prizes were to be given out.  We all
gathered at the appropriate time and once again were
joined by visitors, by land yacht, and all enjoyed the still
warm weather.  Before setting out for dinner, canvas
was put up for the impending storm, which did not
come until early the next morning.

Prizes
were given out
for the
smallest
receipt (Steve
Thompson at
$7.56) and the
best poker
hand when
you consider
the dollar
amount.  For a
time it looked

like a pair of threes was going to win, but Commodore
Sue produced a $60.00 receipt and took the price with
three aces.

Sunday was wet, wet, wet.  A hardy group tried
the Irish breakfast at O’Connells and there was much
guessing as to what a banger was.  Things looked
more familiar once the meals arrived.  More shopping
was in order and many of us decided to make a run for
it during a lull in the rain.

Having cheated death once again, several boat
crews got together and celebrated their safe return to
port with more good cheer and amazement that the
boating season was drawing to a close, the next step in
was winterizing.

Wow!! The Engines Actually Run and the Props
Actually Turn!

Good Friends = Good Times.

All That Cold Weather Required Extra
Relaxation.

Say Cheese, Then You Can Eat.

The Cruise Coordinator Hard at Work.
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(Continued from Page 1)

Let me also make a small note here that it is impossible
to have attended all of the OYC events as often times
we have more then one event (cruise) scheduled for
the same time so that 75 figure is actually higher.  As
you can see I have been fairly active, some may even
say hyper-active (that could be either good or bad), in
the club.  Dare I say that I wish I could have gone to
more of the events?  Quick, somebody call a doctor ....
maybe a psychiatrist.

So please forgive me if I seem relieved at turning
over the reins to Joe this month.  I take great comfort in
knowing that Joe will serve us well, and greater comfort
in knowing that all the hard questions will go his way
instead of mine.  Go get them Joe!

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
Joe, Allen, Trish, Liz, Gail, Belinda, Ruth, Ilona, Dana,
Joan, and all the cruise coordinators for their great
support and efforts this last year.  To tell you the truth, it
isn’t too hard to coordinate a cruise.  But the real
hardship is putting forth the effort with little or no
response from members.  Remember, your club
volunteers are here for you, not just themselves.  Sure
they enjoy cruising, but it is always better with lots of
company.

I would also like to thank my, oftentimes, ghost
writer who, without him (oops gave
away half of the possible guesses), I

wouldn’t appear to be half the
nutcase I really am.  But in the
true spirit of ghostwriting, my

ghostwriter prefers to remain
anonymous.  But, as the old

hairdresser saying goes, “Only
the Daymarker Editor knows for

sure.”
So what, you may ask, will I be doing with all my

spare time?  Well, for one, I’ll be keeping better track of
how my Giants are doing – Go Giants, Beat
Washington!!  (Right about now just about anybody can
beat the Skins.)  I’ve also already signed up to be a
cruise coordinator for the 2007 season.  Perhaps I’ll
even learn how to drive the boat.  [Editor’s comment: 
Yeah, Right.]  But you can bet that I’ll be a common
sight out on the river.  If you have a question about an
OYC cruise or event I’ll be happy to try and give you an
answer.  Or at the very least I’ll point you in the right
direction.  I’m also going to try to continue my
contribution of a recipe a month in the Daymarker.  If
you have a favorite let me know.

So with a recipe and a Tchau Babe, I’ll say this is
Forever Dreamin’ signing off.

Here is a great holiday recipe.  It is a favorite at
my house -- Strawberry Pretzel Salad

2 cups crushed pretzels
3/4 cup melted butter
3 tablespoons sugar, plus 3/4 cup sugar

1 (8-ounce) package cream cheese
1 (8-ounce) container whipped topping
2 (3-ounce) packages strawberry gelatin
2 cups boiling water
2 (10-ounce) packages frozen
strawberries
1 (8-ounce) can crushed
pineapple
Whipped topping to
garnish

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F.
For the crust, mix the pretzels, butter, and 3

tablespoons of sugar. Press this mixture into a 9 by 13-
inch pan and bake for 7 minutes. Set aside and allow to
cool.

In a mixing bowl, beat together the cream cheese
and 3/4 cup of sugar. Fold in the whipped topping, and
spread over the cooled crust. Refrigerate until well
chilled.

In a small bowl, dissolve the gelatin in the boiling
water, and allow to cool slightly. Add the strawberries
and pineapple, and pour over the cream cheese
mixture. Refrigerate until serving time.

To serve, cut slices and serve with a dollop of
whipped topping.

The trail is now open under the Woodrow

Wilson Bridge allowing pedestrians to

attend the Mount Vernon Trial.

Photo taken during the Hardy Souls Cruise.
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Treasurer

Trish Mattke

Did you know the "Pecking Order"

. . . 
Vessels have the right of way in the

following order:

1)  Vessels not under command (such as

when at anchor)

2)  Vessels restricted in maneuverability

(such as a tug pushing barges up the

channel)

3)  Vessels engaged in fishing

4)  Sailboats (not under power)

5)  Powerboats

I wonder what Tim Allen (of Tool Time

fame) would have to say about that.

THIS IS EITHER A TRUE STORY OR FICTION,
YOU DECIDE

Once upon a time there was a nice couple
with two nice dogs and a nice boat.  Life is good
on the river.  This scenic, historic town in
Northern Virginia offers good boating, easily
accessibility to the Nation's Capitol and affords
the opportunity of boating on one of the best
bodies of water in the world.

With the start of the
holiday season and the
end of elections it seemed
like a perfect weekend
opportunity to travel to
Alexandria City Marina;
close to great restaurants,
shopping and wonderful
opportunities to walk your
dog and just have fun. 
Christmas shopping and
drinking good wine was
high on my list of fun
things to do.

As we pulled into our slip in Alexandria, just
before dark I might add, there was some hint
that something might be wrong ... a little flank
pain, a little nausea and it wasn't even a tough
trip; in fact the river was perfect except for a
little debris in the water.

Pain and more pain, and feeling dizzy and
sweaty, prompted us to sleep in our own bed
that night.  An easy drive from Alexandria to
home.  That was a good choice.  Sleep was
sound and sweet but not long and restful.

The story gets worse so if you have a weak
stomach skip the next paragraph.

Saturday proved to be a day in the
emergency room, which we all know is not
pleasant unless of course that's your job but
wait, I retired last year.  Pain went to shock, and
septic shock gets everyone's attention.  Shortly
thereafter the Medstar helicopter landed on the
parade field at our local Army hospital and
presto, air lifted to ICU at Walter Reed.  
Obstruction leads to surgery and surgery leads
to fixing the problem and guess what.

Everyone lived happily ever after.
A special thank you to Dick for rescuing Bat

Too or it might have wintered over in Alexandria.
Bottom line:  Boating provides many

opportunities to experience the unknown.
See you all at the Holiday Party.
Your treasurer and one of Bat Too

OYC Santa Cruise to Occoquan
by Steve Thompson

Here is a small pictorial prelude from the 2006
Santa Cruise pending receipt of the after-cruise report
from the cruise coordinator.
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You are cordially invited to the
Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association
2007 Change of Watch Dinner-Dance

Saturday, January 20, 2007

Menu
 

Baby Green Salad w/Grapes and Pears
Dinner Rolls w/Whipped Herb Butter

 

Chef's Asiago Scallop Potato & Stir Fried Green Beans
W/Carrot & Sesame

 

Choice of:
Beefeater - London Broil with a Sherry Mushroom
                    Sauce

or
 

Chesapeake Crab Cakes - Delicately Seasoned Lump
Crab lightly sautéed and served with a roasted Red
Pepper Puree.
 

Chef's Mint Chocolate Tartufo in
Dark Kahula Hot Fudge Sauce

 

Coffee and International/Herbal Teas
 

Vegetarian Meal available by request

Place: Hilton Springfield
6550 Loisdale Road
Springfield, VA (703-971-8900)

Program: 1800 to 1900 -- Cocktails
  & Hors d’ Oeuvres
1900 to 2000 -- Dinner
2000 to 2030 -- Change of
  Watch
2030 to 2400 -- Dancing

Dress: Winter Uniform or Business
  Suit (Black Tie Optional)

Cost: $60.00 per person

Parking: Complimentary

Required Individual Reservation Information

Name: _________________________________________ Title: ___________________________
Guest Name: ____________________________________ Title: ___________________________
Yacht Club Name: ______________________________ Special Request(s): ________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Dinner Selection:
#_______ London Broil;  #_______ Crab Cakes;  #_______ Vegetarian

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________ (Individual Check Payable to PRYCA)

Make your reservations now through Sue Thompson.  Make individual checks payable to “PRYCA” and mail
your registration to: Sue Thompson, 7908 Edinburgh Drive, Springfield, VA 22153.  Telephone: 703-440-8114;
email: foreverdreamin@earthlink.net.

Reservations with full payment must be received by the PRYCA no later than Friday, 12 January 2007. 
Cancellations after 12 January 2007 are non-refundable.  Acceptance of late reservations will be subject to
availability of space.

There will be a block of rooms with a rate of $99 plus state and local taxes (10.5%) reserved until January 12th. 
Make your reservations directly with the Hilton Springfield at (703) 971-8900.
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