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New Years Day 2000—Rudy and Steve Zimpel ring in the new year on the high (Potomac) seas. Great weather, no icebergs.
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Isn’t it great! The calendar gives us 29
days in February and OYC managed to squeeze
in an event on Leap Day. I hope many of you
make/made it to the Fleet Night at West
Marine on Tuesday. They are always wonderful
hosts— they even feed us! Jim wasn’t the only
one to spend a little money for the boat!

February also brought us a spectacular trip
to Ocean City courtesy of Jay and Ann
Wilmeth’s coordination. We were treated to the
best weather of the year with lots of sunshine.
We had it all—water, food, boat show and even
a prize winner. There are more reports inside.
Missed out on this one? We are already talking
about where to escape next year!

March really starts me thinking about
boating again. I am ready to watch Jim work
through his list of items to attend to. What?
You thought I was the engineer in the family?
You really don’t know me, do you? I am the
one responsible for food and beverages. Oh
yeah, I also try to keep the social calendar
moving. Of course, that doesn’t keep me from
supervising. You know I always have a
suggestion or idea. For some reason, things
seem to go quicker and quieter if he goes to
boat ALONE on Saturday mornings (he takes
Barron, of course.) I’m not sure of the exact

dynamics of this, but it works for us. 
By April, I will be pacing the docks and

trying to make Jim clean up and party. I really
miss seeing all you guys on the water and the
docks. In the meantime, be sure check out the
Daymarker and come join in the fun.

Be sure to mark your calendars for the
March General Membership Meeting/St.
Patrick’s Day Party at Fairfax Yacht Club on
March 18th. This is a potluck—you bring the
goodies, OYC buys the beverages and supplies.
This is your opportunity to look at the list of
OYC events for the year and see what appeals.
Your coordinators are busy making plans and
would love to see your name on their list.

Of course, it’s not too late if you have an
idea for an event. OYC loves to find new ways
to get together and have fun. Just let me know. 

The ORMA report is very interesting this
month. Be sure to keep up on all the activity
going on around the Occoquan. This year’s
Blessing of the Fleet is being planned as a
community wide event with ORMA taking the
lead. Sounds like a lot of interesting and
exciting things are happening around the river.
Interested in more details? Read the article and
e-mail Jball@erols.com to be put on the mailing
list for updates. Cheers!

Commodore’s Comments

Peggy Ball
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Carol Moore—Carol Moore—1943-20001943-2000
We will all miss Carol and

her friendly smile and her
special talents in making every
OYC member feel welcome
when they joined the OYC
family. So many OYC members
visited and talked to Carol in
her days of dealing with her
illness and she always showed
strength, courage and a positive
attitude in everything she did
and said.

Boating was a special thing
for Carol and husband Dave on their boat Evermoore. They
always enjoyed the week-long trips and weekend activities the
club had to offer. She and Dave received the OYC
Commodore's Cup for 1999.

Carol was born in Washington, DC but soon moved to
upper state New York during her elementary school years.
She returned to Bethesda, MD for Junior and senior high
school. During that time, Dave was a neighbor and they were
high school sweethearts. When college began they went their
own ways, Carol to Penn State and Dave elsewhere. Dave
married and had a family. After Dave became single, he and
Carol met once again and they became sweethearts.

While waiting for Dave (he likes to think), Carol taught
home economics in Cleveland, OH then took a career in the
home economics field and garment industry working
throughout the U.S.. She was living in Manhattan when Dave
and she began dating and soon she relocated to Virginia.
Dave and Carol married in 1977 and Carol worked in office
business machine sales for many years. Together they built
their vacation dream home on a nearby lake and took up
sailing. Later they bought a home on the Occoquan Bay, in
Woodbridge, VA and soon became power boaters and OYC
members. Also members of the Northern Virginia Power
Squadron and Old Dominion Boat Club, they lived and
breathed boating. Dave says she was the perfect first mate,
always knowing ahead of time what to do and ready to handle
the lines not only on Evermoore but ready to assist anyone

else needing help. There were many relaxed moments with
friends aboard Evermoore sipping the good stuff and telling
tales of water adventures.  

We will miss Carol, but we will remember her smile and
the fun times forever.

The Datemarkers

BirthdaysBirthdays
Lucy Dubraque, 3/4 John Ludwig, 3/5
Roger Dahl, 3/8 Bonnie Fulford, 3/10
John Cunney, 3/12 Martha Jane Dodd, 3/13
John Corley, 3/13 Terrie Dowd, 3/14
Ginny Frank, 3/20 Ted Zsirai, 3/20
Bill Fulford, 3/21 Duane Jeirles, 3/24
Audrey Puckett, 3/26 Mary Lynn Snowman, 3/26
Bob Barron, 3/26 Glenn Brodie, 3/28
Robin Ryan, 3/31

AnniversariesAnniversaries
Mike & Cindy Hollingsworth, 3/28

Don & Dianne Carlson, 3/29

Welcome New Members
by Jim Ball, Membership Chairman

Welcome to our newest (and currently most distant)
members, Bill and Sue Sholar, who are assigned overseas in
Dahahran, Saudi Arabia, with a permanent address in
Islamorada, FL. They also bring the first Grand Banks,
named Dory to OYC. Dory, a 36, is berthed now at Deltaville,
but Bill and Sue are headed our way. We hope to see them at
Gangplank on the 4th of July.

Have you renewed your membership?Have you renewed your membership?
If you haven’t, you are fast approaching the day when we

will advise your postal carrier to stop delivering all the
important (an unimportant) news about your yacht club.

Family membership renewal is $60, payable to OYC and
mailed to OYC, POB 469 Occoquan, VA 22125.

Check out these websites:

Occoquan Yacht Club:
http://www.OccoquanYachtClub.org

Ned Rhodes, Webmaster

and Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association:
http://www.PotomacRiverYachtClubs.org

Ned Rhodes, Webmaster

Jim Ball’s boating website:
http://www.geocities.com/ResearchTriangle/System/

3240/Boat.html

and Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association:
http://www.cbyca.org
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Vice Commodore’s CommentsVice Commodore’s Comments 

Debby ZimmermanDebby Zimmerman

Is it boating season yet???
Boy, the winter months just seem to drag on and the

summer goes so fast. As the snow finally begins to melt from
the one storm, they are calling for a new storm. Of course the
male of the household could not care less. He’s got a winter
toy, too! The only person I know who is praying for snow so
he can get out his snow-blower. What is it about men and
machines? I guess I better not complain too much, we do have
a boat and I love that machine.

I, on the other hand, have been trapped in the house
recuperating from surgery. Thanks for the beautiful flowers,
the e-mails and phone calls. It truly reminded me yet again
that my OYC family is a very special group of people and I
am proud to be a part of that group. 

Stir crazy is probably the best way to describe my life
these last couple of weeks, but it has afforded me a little extra
free time since I can’t go back to work until the first part of
this month. All the old CHESAPEAKE BAY MAGAZINES have
come back out and been reviewed for potential cruising
destinations, the navigation software upgraded on the laptop,
and a list a mile long on what we need (or want) to do to the
Razadaz II before she goes back in the water. 

One of the best parts of the off season is planning for the
coming year. If you missed the Planfest in January it is not
too late! Come on out to our General Membership Meeting
and Pot Luck Dinner on March 18th at Fairfax Yacht Club.
The sign-up sheets will be back so you will get another
chance to sign up for those events that pique your interest.
Signing up does not commit you to anything other than
expressing your interest for a particular event. The event
coordinators will contact you later to verify final
commitments. It helps the coordinators in providing
approximate numbers to marinas, etc., during preliminary
planning. One possible exception is the Memorial Day cruise
to Solomon’s Island. The marina is booking up fast and we
need to get our reservations in early. See Rick’s article
elsewhere in the Daymarker.

And... Just because it is not boating season, it doesn’t
mean that OYC isn’t doing anything. There are all kinds of
land cruises and events scheduled throughout the year. The
President’s Day weekend trip to Ocean City was a blast. (My
first time out after surgery.) Thirty-two OYCer’s descended
upon OC and had a ball. Happy Hour was held in a cabana by
the indoor pool, Saturday’s dinner was a great buffet of
seafood and prime rib, and a band afterwards. Several
OYCers stepped out on the dance floor and partied the night
away. Sunday morning everyone made it back to the cabana
for coffee and Danish. Jay and Ann Wilmeth were the hosts
for this event and did a fantastic job. Thanks guys! Rick and I
returned Sunday afternoon but most of the group were staying
until Monday. I’m sure they found some kind of trouble to get
into. Check out other articles for more OC madness reports.

March brings the afore mentioned Membership Party.
April is brimming with a April Fools party at Tim’s
Rivershore, a Tax Day Party on the 15th and you guessed it,

an Early Bird Cruise (on the water). Look elsewhere in the
Daymarker for more information on these events. Rick and I
hope to see you there!

Rear Commodore’ Comments

Candy Clevenger

As winter flies by OYC continues to party. Who said that
once our beautiful vessels were winterized we would
hibernate? This has definitely been proved wrong starting
with the New Year's Eve cruise to Gangplank, followed by
brunch at the Ft. Belvoir Officer's Club, PRYCA Change of
Watch, and the land cruise to Ocean City. 

For those who couldn't make it, the Ocean City land
cruise was a blowout success. OYC started the trip by meeting
at Harris Crab House in Kent Narrows for lunch. From there
we proceeded to the Sheraton Fontainebleau in Ocean City,
Md. Shortly after check-in Happy Hour began in the OYC
designated Cabana by the indoor pool. After a lively
discussion on native ceremonial rituals we had a rousing
demonstration of the Hokey Pokey and Gypsy Rose Lee's,
“Let me Entertain You.” While there were a few glitches
along the way with restaurant service due to lack of staff it
was still a wonderful winter break. And since there was a boat
show in town we could all go stroll among the boats and
dream of summer days on the water. Thanks to Jay Wilmeth
for doing an outstanding job of coordination.

Now if you've been afraid of the cold this winter and have
been vegetating in front of the TV it is never too late to get in
on a party. West Marine will be hosting an OYC Fleet Night
on February 29 and OYC will host a contest to see who can
throw the most gutter balls on Sunday March 5th , see Mary
Lynn Snowman’s article. If you missed the Planfest in
January or even if you didn't miss the Planfest, you don't want
to miss OYC's March 18th Membership Meeting and St.
Patty's Day Party at Fairfax Yacht Club. Throw on something
green and bring a dish to share. 

On a more serious note, how could I write an article this
month with out mentioning the recent passing of Carol
Moore. Carol Moore's sense of humor, infectious laugh, and
shining smile will be missed by all. Her courage and strength
through all she endured will remain in our hearts and minds
forever. As Carol looks down on all of us, our thoughts and
prayers remain with Dave Moore.
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Secretary’s Comments

Mary Lynn Snowman

Psssst–hey, Captain. WannaPsssst–hey, Captain. Wanna
make a difference in a kid’s life?make a difference in a kid’s life? Mark your
calendar and hold the date! Easter Seals Cruise for Kids
2000 is on its way to an area near you. 

Washington, DC – Sunday, June 25 – Capital Yacht
Club

Baltimore, MD – Saturday, July 15 – Harbor View
Marina & Yacht Club

Solomons Island, MD – Sunday, August 6 – Calvert
Marina

Easter Seals Cruise for Kids is a chance for children with
disabilities to experience a day of fun and the excitement of
boating. It’s the thrill of a lifetime for many who struggle
daily with the most routine tasks. On Cruise day, a flotilla of
sponsored boats and families of disabled children take a
cruise on Chesapeake Bay or Potomac River and then return
to port for a festive Captain’s Party. 

The idea of a cruise on a boat, because of expenses and
physical difficulties, is well beyond the dreams of most
families of children with disabilities. Cruise for Kids creates
an experience children remember for the rest of their lives. It
is life embracing for all who are involved and is an
opportunity for many of us to share what we often take for
granted. 

Cruise for Kids is a series of cruises that began eight
years ago. It has expanded to almost a dozen cruises in
Maryland and neighboring states. 

In order to make this event possible Easter Seals needs
captains and their boats. The minimum boat length is 19 feet
and the maximum is 120 feet for insurance coverage. (That
just about covers all of the OYC membership.)

There is no fee except your time and your fuel. 
Klaus Liebig, founder of Cruise for Kids, has this to say

about the experience. “Kids say it is the happiest day of their
whole lives. It brings tears to my eyes. Like other people, boat
owners may see only the disability of the children at first, but
by the end of the day they see the kids . . . and their courage.”

Life offers each of us opportunities to make a difference
in someone’s life. Easter Seals is giving you the opportunity

to make a difference in a whole family’s life. For more
information please contact Mary Lynn Snowman 301-869-
2885 or e-mail HHS.Snowmm@co.mo.md.us.

Treasurer’s Comments

Nabil Dubraque

Quoth the Seagull...Quoth the Seagull...
As I sit, of winter weary,

(Counting coin and bills is dreary)
Dreaming of past trips galore,

Then, in truth, I must surrender
As future trip sign-ups engender

Thoughts of fun at river’s shore.
Only this and nothing more.

Though future bills our wealth encumber,
Six thousand buck’s our coffer’s number,

While goods for sale raise assets more.
But comfort in our wealth does little

To best the blues of winter fickle:
Ice and snow are such a bore.

Only this and nothing more.

Of summer filled with wine and song,
Of warmer days to come along,

And Buffet singing songs of yore,
Swaying hula skirts returning,

July Fourth and fireworks burning
These thoughts keep coming to the fore.

Only this and nothing more.

All the longing and the yearning
For summer sounds, for petrol burning,

For spray and wind and ocean’s roar,
For nights of laughter, days of fun,

The beat of life as engines run,
Knocking on Poseidon’s door.

Quoth the seagull, “Let engines roar!”

Big things are happening on the OYC web siteBig things are happening on the OYC web site
(http://www.occoquanyachtclub.org)

by Ned Rhodes, OYC Webmaster
With the help of my new webmistress (boy, I like the

sound of that) Liz Kalweit, we are starting to list new things.
Check out the Santa Cruise 99 pictures, the 1999 Christmas
party and the 2000 Planfest pictures. I even went back to
1997 and brought back those pictures as well (my favorite is
“Big Kiss” from the St. Patrick's Day Party). If you cannot
find a picture of yourself in all the 50+ megabytes of online
stuff, you must either be a new member or you have never
been to an event or a cruise. 

Since we have so many events and I am not able to get to
all of them, I am open to having others create content for the

web site—you know, sort of like a cub reporter, but we will
call it a cub webmaster. All you have to do is create the
content which would include pictures and HTML pages, and
then e-mail it to me and I will upload it and link it into the
site.

I am also working on scanning and posting all the
Daymarker back issues as time permits. There is high
entertainment value in reading the first issues and following
the development of marinas and no wake zones on the
Occoquan River. Find out who Terri Petrey and John Piper
really are and why everyone continues to talk about them (in
a nice way, of course). Daymarkers for years 1984, 1985,
1996, 1998, 1999 are already posted.
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Occoquan Yacht Club’s 2000 Schedule of EventsOccoquan Yacht Club’s 2000 Schedule of Events

Including names and phone numbers of event coordinators
Events subject to change, consult future editions of The Daymarker for updates.

Feb 29 West Marine Fleet Night Jim Ball, 569-2159

Mar 18 Membership Meeting & St. Pats Day Party - FYC 

April 1 April Fool’s at Tim’s Rivershore Gary Linck, 494-7028

Apr 15 Tax Day Party with FYC Bill Fulford, 591-2118

Apr 29-30 Early Bird Cruise, Hope Springs or Gangplank &Theater Laslo Bozoky, 590-8440

May 6 OYC Flag Raising

May 7 Occoquan Blessing of the Fleet Bonnie Breneman, 550-6023

May 20 OYC Happy Hour at OHM Jim Henry, 690-3523

May 21, PRYCA Blessing of The Fleet Jay Wilmeth, 968-9760

May 27-29 Memorial Day Cruise - Port Kinsale Steve Wexler, 437-0687

May 27-29 Memorial Day Cruise- Spring Cove Rick Zimmerman, 301 292-9893

June 9-11 PRYCA Cobb Island Days Walt Cheatham, 243-2430

June 25 Easter Seals Cruise for Kids-Capital Yacht Club Board

June 25 Fireworks at Tim’s Rivershore

July 3-4 Fourth of July Washington Raft-up Tim Chaffin, 680-6048

July 1-5 Fourth of July Cruise - Coles Point TBD

Fourth of July Cruise - Gangplank Tom Shank,202 625-4488

July 1-16 OYC One or Two Week Long Cruise Nicky Linck, 494-7028

July 14-16 PRYCA Float In - Ft. Washington Susan Brown, 339-6404

July 29-Aug 13 OYC One or Two Week Southern Cruise
& Colonial Beach weekend Tom Shank Susan Brown, 339-6404

Aug 12-13 PRYCA Dog Days of Summer - Colonial Beach Ned Rhodes, 741-0861

Aug 19-20 Dinghy Regatta Nicole Clevenger, 273-3073

Aug 30 OYC Official Holiday - Tim's River Shore Gary Linck, 494-7028

Sep2-4 Labor Day Cruise - Olverson’s Tom Egmore, 256-8442

Sep 9-10 Lobster/Shrimp Feast - Mattawoman Dunes Scott Shipley, 425-6053

Sep 22-24 PRYCA End Of Summer Party -Tantallon Ted Zsarai, 476-6717

Oct 7-9 Columbus Day Cruise - Gangplank &Theater Rick Sorrenti, 590-6724

Oct 12-15 Annapolis Power Boat Show (OYC takes a bus on October 13!)

Oct 28 Membership Meeting, Chili & Dessert Contest,
     Halloween Party-Fairfax Yacht  Club Terri Dowd, 281-6857

Nov 10-12 Hardy Souls Cruise - Alexandria Mary Jo Worcester, 494-2383

Nov 25 Santa Cruise to Occoquan Walt Cheatham, 243-2430

Dec 2 Holiday Party & Change of Watch - Ft.  Belvoir O Club Debbie Zimmerman, 301 292-9893

Save this schedule. Post it on your refrigerator or on your bedroom ceiling. Save this schedule. Post it on your refrigerator or on your bedroom ceiling. 
Questions about an event? Call the listed coordinator.Questions about an event? Call the listed coordinator.
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One idea for Occoquan —Artist Renee Williams sketched this concept for a transient dock proceeding out from the park next to the old
Prince William Marina in Occoquan. The idea of transient dockage in some form or another for Occoquan is alive and well.

Occoquan River Maritime Association UpdateOccoquan River Maritime Association Update
by Jim Ball, ORMA

Coordinator
The month of

February continued to be
eventful for ORMA and
the Occoquan
Community. Two
ORMA representatives
attended the Prince
William County Public
Meeting on Fast Ferries
on February 2nd, and
information from the
event was sent to ORMA
organizations via e-mail.
A letter of support from
Prince William Yacht
Club was received on
February 5th, and The
Town Council of
Occoquan voted
unanimously on
February 8th to support the ORMA initiative to restore the
Port of Occoquan. At that same meeting, the Town Council
adopted 19 resolutions regarding the replacement of the
Route 123 Bridge, a number of which directly affect
recreational use of the river and the Port of Occoquan. Four
ORMA representatives from OHM, OYC, PWYC attended
the meeting. The resolutions were published and sent to all
ORMA member associations and yacht clubs requesting
support from their members by voicing their concerns on the
issues to their county and state elected officials. 

The Occoquan River Channel Access (ORCA) dredging
investigation is continuing. Environmentally, ORMA called
attention to its member organizations to two articles in the
Washington Post and Journal Newspapers on February 15th
regarding Lorton Prison’s dumping of sewage into the
Occoquan. ORMA has suggested that the proceeds from the
State of Virginia lawsuit be earmarked for improving the
waterfront of the Town of Occoquan.

The Town of Occoquan also submitted its grant

application to the state for phase one of a boardwalk and
transient dock facility which includes a plan for 100 ft of
dock along the rock jetty from the town park down river.
ORMA is working with the town and other organizations
regarding submitting an application for expansion of these
and other transient docking facilities on the river. Finally, the
first ORMA meeting on the Occoquan Blessing of the Fleet
was scheduled for February 29th. Plans will be distributed by
ORMA representatives from the three yacht clubs of the
Occoquan and by e-mail.

The Occoquan River Maritime Association (ORMA) is a
civic organization representing the commercial and
recreational users of the Occoquan River. We still can use
helpful volunteers in all of the ORMA committees. If you are
interested in helping, please let me know. If you want to
know more about these and other similar kinds of issues in
detail, please subscribe to the ORMA e-mail list. Just send a
request via e-mail to jball@erols.com. Also visit the ORMA
home page at www.jamesball.geo/ORMA.html.

New Time and Place for Bowling Party
On March 5th the OYCers will not be at the Bowl

America on Occoquan Road.  (Flexibility—that’s what I love
about this group of OYCers.)  There happens to be a teen
tournament, scheduled two weeks ago, that will take place
instead of our great bowling party.  

The location has been changed to the Bowl America on
Edsall Road.  Take 395 to Edsall Road East (this exit is inside
the beltway).  The Bowl America is the first left after two
traffic lights.  

The time has been changed to 2:00 p.m.  The date is still
Sunday, March 5th.

Please keep your eyes open for an e-mail and if you
signed up for the land cruise activity keep your ears open for
a phone call.  

You can still sign up to show off your talent.  Please call
Mary Lynn Snowman 301-869-2885 or e-mail
SNOWMM@co.mo.md.us.
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They’ve got the goods for you —Quartermasters Jan and Duane Jeirles will be fully stocked with OYC
burgees and other cool gear at the March 18th General Membership Meeting at Fairfax Yacht Club.

Start your new millennium boating with a proper burgeeStart your new millennium boating with a proper burgee

Some straight talk from the Old Bos’n
“Well, okay, skipper, listen up and listen

good. Our Quartermasters Duane and Janet
Jeirles are too nice to be blunt about it, but it’s
about time you realize it’s the new Millennium,
see? And things are different with this one. You
have a fine powerboat and belong to a squared-
away yacht club. Not like that last Millennium
when everyone rowed and we persuaded people
on the rack. (Ah, those good old days.) So it’s
time to think spit ‘n polish about your boat, top
to bottom, stem to stern. And it starts right up
there at the bow—“pointy-end” to you stuck-up
fly-boys— and that’s where you should be flying
your OYC burgee.

“Our burgee’s a beauty, too. Nice dark blue
with red, yellow and white lettering spelling out
OYC. It’s got some real guts about it, good
strong colors—not like some wimpy all-white
HANKY with some cockamamie geezer cartoon
on it. Looks real sharp, our burgee does. Well,
it’s supposed to look sharp; but it danged sure
won’t if you’re carrying the one you bought two
years ago and left out in the sun and wind and
rain and pollution—and now it’s faded and tattered worser’n
a Hindu’s loin cloth in a typhoon. You ought to be ashamed
of yourself, spending your kids’ inheritance on your fancy
yacht and you’re too cheap to pop for a proper insignia to
show off your pride in your club and your boat—and yourself.

“So if you know what’s good for you and you still have a
vestige of self respect, you’d better show up at the General

Membership Meeting, March 18th; bring your checkbook or
fifteen measly bucks and get yourself a new burgee from the
OYC Quartermasters Duane and Janet Jeirles. And then you
can haul down that old rag on your bow staff and proudly
hoist your new burgee, and everyone on the river will know
you’re somebody—a contender, even.”

[Hey, Chief, lighten up. We get the idea.]

Annual OYC February Land Cruise; Or... Ocean City, There We Went Annual OYC February Land Cruise; Or... Ocean City, There We Went 

by Jay Wilmeth, Event Coordinator

The unofficial beginning of the Y2K Boating Season
began over the President’s weekend. You now know it as the
annual February Land Cruise. In past years it was the
Sweetheart’s Dinner/Dance, a.k.a. the best time to pull off-
season maintenance on the marriage. But this year fifteen
couples decided to be daring and venture to “the shore” at
Ocean City, MD whereat we partied hardy and “did” Ocean
City, MD. 

I must admit, Ocean City has sure grown since I was
there last. Can’t see how anyone could possibly get bored in
that town over a summer weekend, unless, of course, you
were trying to get somewhere by car! No problems this
weekend, though!

The Sheraton Fontainebleau is a wonderful location and,
for the most part, the people were great to deal with. They
provided a “Cabana” for our partying pleasure. It was very
nice and plenty roomy to house the assembled mob on several
occasions throughout the weekend. Since we were adjacent to
the very ample indoor pool, the kids, Danny, Myan, and
Harmony splashed incessantly until we ran out of towels!
Then they used the sheets off the bed! We did not, however,
run out of crab dip, veggies, or refreshments! Thank you
OYC bridge for funding the goodies:

“Look at dem hoar doovers, aint they neat – 
“Lil’ piece o’ cheese an’ a lil’ piece o’ meat”

Kingston Trio, 1963

The Boat Show consumed most of the afternoon on
Sunday for most of the weekenders. It was better than the boat
shows at Chantilly and Washington, DC

Notwithstanding the above, questions and issues remain:
Did John and Beckie Heinze buy a boat on the way

home?
Will Jim Ball remember that he needs to check out of the

hotel?
Did Rick Sorrenti buy a boat on the way home?
Will “Minnesota Fats” Corley go into professional

billiards?
Does Scott Shipley always have a case of beer in his

trunk?
Did Eugene and Susan Brown buy a boat on the way

home?
Where will Candy Clevenger put her lighthouse?
Never ask Ann Wilmeth for an aspirin!
Lessons learned include: more beer and soda pop (less

manhooties!!); more goodies for the kids; insure that the
restaurant of choice can handle the whole crowd; and do this
more often! The weather cooperated and we had a nice time.
Thanks for all the help.
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At the Planfest —(left to right) Susan Cheatham, Ginny and George Frank.

Memorial Day Weekend CruiseMemorial Day Weekend Cruise
to Solomon’s Islandto Solomon’s Island

by Rick Zimmerman, Cruise Coordinator
I know it isn’t even Spring yet but........
Spring Cove Marina is a very popular destination on the

Bay and filling up quickly for the Memorial Weekend. I
currently have 12 slips being held for OYC but need vessel
information as soon as possible to lock in the slips. Seven
vessels, in addition to us residents, expressed an interest
during the Planfest; and I encourage anyone else who is
thinking about it to sign up quickly. I will not be able to
guarantee slips for much longer. More may open up but it is
not a sure thing at this point.

Steve Wellington and I are busy working on an itinerary
for the weekend that will include good food, good times and
good company. [Spring Cove’s manager] Trevor doesn’t
know what is about to hit him yet. When Steve and I get
together almost anything could happen. I will notify you of
any necessary deposits at a later date once plans have been
completed. 

For those who have yet to visit Spring Cove, you are in
for a treat. It is our home port and you might say we are
prejudiced but, it is in our minds one of the best marinas on
the Bay. You can visit their website at
www.springcovemarina.com for all kinds of info and pictures
of the facility. 

If you are planning on joining us please provide the
following information and return to us via snail mail at 12604
La Grange Court Fort Washington MD 20744 or email at
razadazii@aol.com as soon as possible.

Name, e-mail address, number of people, vessel name,
length, beam, power requirements (almost all slips are twin
30amp service so if you require 50amps, please bring a
splitter) and number of nights. We will try to keep as many
boats together as possible. If we’re lucky you might end up on
A-Dock with the rest of us A-Dock Animals. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. Rick 

Ginny Frank's Gazpacho Recipe
1 can (46 oz.) tomato juice
5 beef bouillon cubes
3 medium tomatoes, chopped
1 cup cucumber, chopped
½ cup scallions and tops, chopped
¾ cup green pepper, chopped
8 tablespoons red wine vinegar
4 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 tablespoons Worchestershire sauce
½ teaspoon hot pepper sauce 
1 large clove garlic, crushed

Heat juice and bouillon cubes until dissolved. Stir in
remaining ingredients and chill for at least 12 hours. Soup
is best made a day in advance. Serve with croutons and
wedge of lime.

Nextasea, Shipleys’ newest
cruise de force

by Scott Shipley
Chuck Bryant moved Ann's dream boat, Heat Wave,

from Fairfax Yacht Club to Annapolis to reach a broader
market. We closed on Friday and with some trepidation
promptly Moved Nextasea, a 34' Silverton aft cabin, right
back to FYC on Saturday, January 8th. Gary Linck helped.
Ann, Harmony, Myan and the doggies stayed below (party
on) while the MEN did the real work on the fly bridge. We
were outfitted with mulitple GPS, laptops, radios, maps, and
Dick Puckett’s fatherly advice on how to survive “at sea” in
the event of the unthinkable. Ann says she tried to get us to
go below and party, but we were MEN and we had TOYS!

We left Annapolis at 8:00am, stopped to gas at Cobb
Island, and arrived FYC at 4:30pm. The wind was at our
backs all the way, shifting when we rounded Point Lookout
before noon, and the Bay was smooooth. We also ran with the
tide, which turned as we rounded Point Lookout, too.
Amazing. Yes, I have connections upstairs, but it'll cost ya.

We freaked about one hour into the trip when I went
below to check on Ann, Harmony, Myan and the doggies,
who were all out cold. But my digital CO meter read zero, so
they were just konked because they had to get up at 5:00am
(not like MEN). I woke them all up just to make sure. Very
nice boat, but we slowed down Gary's GPS average speed
considerably.

Big party to celebrate arrival. So far the Lincks, Browns,
Pucketts, Fordhams and Walt Cheatham have helped us party
on. Y'all give us a visit now (FYC, D34)

“Indeed, a boat can be both an“Indeed, a boat can be both an
obnoxious way of displaying wealthobnoxious way of displaying wealth
and a foolproof means of getting ridand a foolproof means of getting rid
of it.”of it.”

Tony Muldoon in the March 
CHESAPEAKE BAY MAGAZINE
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St. Patrick’s DaySt. Patrick’s Day
Party Party 

andand
GeneralGeneral

MembershipMembership
MeetingMeeting

Fairfax Yacht ClubFairfax Yacht Club
March 13March 13thth, 6:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.

Photo and slight retouching by the author

There, Kathie Lee, take There, Kathie Lee, take thatthat

Carnival “Fun Ship”—Carnival “Fun Ship”—Not!Not!
by Tom Coldwell, world traveler

About a year ago, some friends of ours invited Mary Ann
and me to take a “cruise of a lifetime” aboard Carnival Cruise
Lines’ SS Paradise out of Miami, December 26, 1999-
January 2, 2000. We knowingly paid top dollar months in
advance, more than double Carnival's regular rate for a
similar, non-millennium cruise. We did have a good time
with some new friends, good food, nice accommodations and
on-board staff service. What was not so wonderful to us and
to some 2,600 other passengers was the discovery of the
Carnival way of doing business.

 One of the ship's main engines had to be shut down
shortly after departing Miami but was repaired (we were told)
the next day. Instead of sailing to San Juan, Puerto Rico, St.
Thomas and Virgin Gorda, the ship went to Mexico, causing
considerable inconvenience and distress to passengers. Family
reunions and other booked events ashore, including one
wedding, in the eastern Caribbean ports had to be scrubbed.
Families and friends of the bride and groom had flown ahead
to St. Thomas to meet the ship. The family from Mexico,
looking to get away from home, was not terribly pleased.
Based on what the ship told us about the repairs, there was
ample time to make the eastern Caribbean ports.

Mary Ann and I were upset that we would not get to see
the storied ports of call which Steve and Paula Wexler, Rick
and Teresa Sorrenti and Laslo and Linda Bozoky visited two
years ago in their bare-boat charter; we had planned to place
a commemorative wreath at one of the legendary Caribbean
rum pits they may have patronized.

Very quickly after Carnival’s jolly cruise director
announced the change to an “as good or better” itinerary, a
semi-orderly mob descended on the purser’s information
desk. For this “as good or better,” the ship announced a $100
credit for each cabin on purchases made aboard and a 25%
discount on a future cruise—if you booked by this coming
June 1. What a treat.

Knowing Carnival’s substitute itinerary cost less than
half the cruise we purchased, a delegation of passengers met

with the captain to seek a 50% refund on the current cruise.
The skipper checked with the home office and came back
with a firm refusal, basing their refusal on the fine print that
says they can change the itinerary at any time because of
storms or breakdowns. That’s an important safety measure, I
agree (but, duh, don’t make passengers pay a premium price
for a cheaper cruise).

This and other instances of obstinance got things started
in earnest. Passengers held three meetings (up to 600 in
attendance) in the ship's theater to explore their options for
dealing with Carnival's in-your-face cruise operation.
Suspicions arose that Carnival never intended to send the
ship to the eastern stops, owing to mechanical difficulties
known before the Miami departure, but this has not yet been
proved.

As a result of the passenger meetings, a formal demand
letter has been sent to Carnival, a web page has been set up to
chronicle and publicize the incident, passengers have been
urged to dispute their fare charges on their credit cards and
write to federal and state consumer protection agencies, and
plans are moving ahead for a class-action lawsuit to recover
50% of each fare if Carnival doesn’t refund.

The website is www.starshiptravel.com/noparadise.htm.
Check out this site for some real horror stories on customer
relations.

This was our first ship cruising experience, other than
those fun jaunts I took with the Navy. We enjoyed many
aspects of this cruise albeit clouded in controversy and the
angst of being ripped off. But when we can’t get underway in
Shalimar, we might consider another big-ship cruise
someday. Just not Carnival Cruise Lines.


